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Program Overview 
 

Background Info: United Association Local 527 Southwestern Ontario demonstrates the highest 
degree of quality craftsmanship necessary to construct and maintain the homes, schools, hospitals, 
office buildings, refineries, power plants, and industrial facilities. UA Local 527 has been training 
qualified pipe tradesmen and women longer than anyone else in the industry. We help our signatory 
contractors grow their market share by identifying new opportunities, providing support and 
connecting them to the safest, most skilled, and most highly trained workforce in the mechanical 
piping industry. For additional information, please visit our website at https://www.ua527.com. 
 
A Plumber installs, repairs and maintains piping systems, fixtures and other plumbing equipment 
used for water distribution, drainage and waste disposal. Specifically, a Plumber: lays out, assembles, 
installs, maintains and repairs piping, fixtures and other components for the supply or disposal of 
water for any domestic or industrial purpose connects any appliance that uses water installs the 
piping for any process, including the conveyance of gas, or any tubing for a pneumatic or air-handling 
system reads and understands design drawings, manufacturers’ literature, and installation diagrams 
for piping and appliances.​
​
A Steamfitter lays out, assembles, maintains and repairs piping to carry water, steam, fluids, gases, 
chemicals and fuel for heating, cooling, lubricating and process piping systems. 
 
Highlights of the OYAP Plumbing and Steamfitting Apprenticeship Program include: ​
 

�​ Starting Mon, February 9th, the students (8) will receive Jobsite Preparation training for 
approximately 5 weeks at the UA Local 527 Training Centre located in Waterloo, ON.  

 
�​ On Mon, March 23rd, the students will be placed with a UA Local 527 Plumbing or 

Steamfitter Contractor for an unpaid Co-op placement as an OYAP student until the end 
of the trial period on Fri, April 10th. (3 weeks) 

 
�​ Students will then return to the UA Local 527 Training Centre on Mon, April 13th for a week 

of additional training. Providing the student receives favourable reviews from their employer 
and coworkers, they will then be offered an OYAP Apprenticeship. If the student accepts this 
offer, they will be registered as an OYAP Plumber Apprentice with UA Local 527. ​
 

�​ On Mon, April 20th, students will begin with their Contractor (potential paid placement) 
and continue working full days until approximately Fri, June 26th. ​
Upon graduation, students will continue as regular apprentices with the UA Local 527.   

 
�​ UA Local 527’s main role is to mentor and assist the Apprentice through the 

Apprenticeship Program. This helps ensure a well-rounded Apprenticeship with very high 
success rates.  

 
 
 

https://www.ua527.com


Selection Process 
 

The Program has a maximum class size of 8 students and qualified applicants will be put forward 
by their School Board. The available seats will be split equally among the participating School 
Boards. Students and board representatives will be invited to attend an OYAP Plumbing and 
Steamfitting Program Information/Interview session at the UA Local 527 location in Waterloo on 
Wed, December 3rd from 1pm - 4pm. Students will be asked to bring along a personal portfolio, 
which should include a Cover Letter, Resume, Transcript, Attendance History, and any other items 
that the student wishes. This package will allow a UA Local 527 representative to match each 
student with a prospective union employer. ​
NOTE: Students can dress casual, but please wear steel toe shoes or boots.  

 Recommended Courses: 
 
We require good Mathematics and English skills along with a good mechanical aptitude. 
Mathematics won’t play a large part of this program, but moving forward into the Apprenticeship, 
mathematics and science skills become essential to successfully becoming an Apprentice. Below is 
a selection of recommended courses: 

�​ MHF4U​ Advanced Functions 

�​ MCV4U​ Calculus & Vectors 

�​ MDM4U​ Mathematics of Data Management 

�​ MCT4C​ Mathematics for College Technology 

�​ MAP4C​ Foundations for College Mathematics 

�​ SPH3U/SCH3U​ Physics/Chemistry 

�​ SNC4M​ Science 

 
PLEASE NOTE: 
Good Attendance and timekeeping are very important for success in this program. 

Upon acceptance into the Program: 
 

�​ Students will be responsible for getting to and from the UA Local 527 Training Hall from 
Mon, February 9th - Fri, March 13th and Mon, April 13th - Fri, April 17th.​
 Hours: 8:30am - 3:00pm; Location: 225 Frobisher Dr, Waterloo, ON N2V 2G4 

 

�​ Beginning on Mon, March 23rd, students will be responsible for getting to and 
from their Jobsite placement. Hours of work may vary depending on the individual 
Contractor, typical hours would be 7am – 3:30pm or 8am – 4:30pm 
 
* Whenever possible, job site placement locations will be assigned to accommodate the individual 
student's transportation situation. 

 



Program Details 
 

Job Site Preparation Training: ​
Commencing February 9th - March 13th / April 13th - April 17th​
​
Training/Trade Experience: 

�​ WHMIS 2015 
�​ 4 Step Worker Health and Safety Awareness 
�​ Working at Heights 
�​ Powered Elevated Work Platform 
�​ On-Slab Forklift, and Rough Terrain Forklift 
�​ Basic tool safety 
�​ Basic plumbing techniques 

 

Job Site (Co-op Placement): ​
Commencing March 23rd - June 26th​
 
OYAP students (OYAP Participants) can only work during the hours and dates stated on the 
WEA until they are officially signed on as an OYAP Apprentice.  Once signed on as an OYAP 
Apprentice, the student can work anytime up until the last day of co-op without affecting any 
ratios. Upon graduation, students will need to supply the employer/Ministry with proof of 
graduation and then they become a regular Level 1 Apprentice.  
 
Approximately 450 hours on site placement (Typically Mon – Fri 7am till 3:30pm)  
*Locations to be confirmed during the Jobsite Preparation Training period. 
 

Plumber or Steamfitter Apprenticeship Details 

 
Plumber (306A)  

�​ 9000 Hour Apprenticeship 
�​ Schooling consists of 720 hours 
�​ Level 1 (Basic) – 240 hours (8 wks. 

x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ Level 2 (Intermediate) –  240 hours 

(8 wks. x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ Level 3 (Advanced) –  240 hours (8 

wks. x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ On the Job Training = 8280 hours 

Steamfitter (307A)  
�​ 9000 Hour Apprenticeship 
�​ Schooling consists of 720 hours 
�​ Level 1 (Basic) – 240 hours (8 wks. 

x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ Level 2 (Intermediate) –  240 hours 

(8 wks. x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ Level 3 (Advanced) –  240 hours (8 

wks. x 30 hrs. /wk.) 
�​ On the Job Training = 8280 hours 

​
Please Note: 
Hours can be credited towards the Apprenticeship upon successful completion of the Pathway 
to Apprenticeship Program. 

 



UA Local 527 OYAP Plumbing & Steamfitter Apprenticeship Program Calendar  
●​ Interview and program meeting 1-4p.m. Wed, December 3 (students) 
●​ Co-op Pre-Employment (home schools): 1st Day of Semester 2 - Mon, Feb 2nd 
●​ Pipe Trades Health and Safety Training at UA 527: Mon, Feb 9th - Fri, Mar 13th 
●​ Holidays: Feb 16th (Family Day), Mar 16th-20th (March Break), Apr 3rd (Good Friday), May 18th (Victoria Day) 

●​ 1st Day at Job Site: Mon, Mar 23rd 
●​ Students return to UA Training Site: Mon, April 13th - Fri, April 17th 
●​ Students signed as an OYAP Apprentice on or before Fri, April 17th (OYAP Training Agreement) 
●​ Students Paid at Placement starting on Mon, April 20th (Rate to be determined by Contractor) 
●​ Last day of OYAP Co-op Placement: Fri, June 26th 

 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Feb 
2 
Co-op Class 

3 
Co-op Class 

4 
Co-op Class 

5 
Co-op Class 

6 Last Day of 
Pre-Employment 

Feb 9  1st
 Day @UA 

527 10 UA 527 11 UA 527 12 UA 527 13 UA 527 

Feb 16 FAMILY DAY 17 UA 527 18 UA 527 19 UA 527 20 UA 527 

Feb 23 UA 527 24 UA 527 25 UA 527 26 UA 527 27 UA 527 

Mar 2 UA 527 3 UA 527 4 UA 527 5 UA 527 6 UA 527 

Mar 9 UA 527 10 UA 527 11 UA 527 12 UA 527 13 UA 527 

Mar 
MARCH BREAK 
March 16 - 20 

Mar 
23 1st Day on the 
Job 24 Job Site 25 Job Site 26 Job Site 27 Job Site 

Mar/Apr 30 Job Site 31 Job Site 1 Job Site 2 Job Site 3  Good Friday 

Apr 6 Job Site 7 Job Site 8 Job Site 9 Job Site 10 Job Site 

Apr 
13 Return to UA for 
Additional Training 

14 UA 527 15 UA 527 16 UA 527 17 UA 527 

Apr 
20 1st Paid Day​
Job Site  21 Job Site 22 Job Site 23 Job Site 24 Job Site 

Apr/May 27 Job Site 28 Job Site 29 Job Site 30 Job Site 1 Job Site 

May 4 Job Site 5 Job Site 6 Job Site 7 Job Site 8 Job Site 

May 11 Job Site 12 Job Site 13 Job Site 14 Job Site 15 Job Site 

May 18 VICTORIA DAY 19 Job Site 20 Job Site 21 Job Site 22 Job Site 

May 25 Job Site 26 Job Site 27 Job Site 28 Job Site 29 Job Site 

Jun 1 Job Site 2 Job Site 3 Job Site 4 Job Site 5 Job Site 

Jun 8 Job Site 9 Job Site 10 Job Site 11 Job Site 12 Job Site 

Jun 15 Job Site 16 Job Site 17 Job Site 18 Job Site 
19 Job Site​
 

Jun 22 Job Site 23 Job Site 24 Job Site 25 Job Site 
26 Job Site​
Last Day as OYAP 
Participant 

If the student, contractor, and UA Local 527 would like to proceed with an apprenticeship, ​
students will need to provide proof of graduation. 



 

Program Contact Information 
 

UA 527 

Dan Twomey 
Director of Training 
UA Local 527 Southwestern Ontario 
Office: 519-746-1055 ext.110  Cell: 519-577-8536 
Email: dtwomey@ua527.com 
Website: www.ua527.com 

School Board Contacts 

Waterloo Region District School Board 
David Pope 
OYAP Coordinator 
51 Ardelt Avenue 
Kitchener, ON N2C 2R5 
Phone: 519-570-0003 Ext. 4256 
Email: david_pope@wrdsb.ca 
Website: wrdsboyap.com 

Waterloo Catholic District School Board 
Cidalia Taggart 
OYAP Coordinator 
35 Weber St. W 
Kitchener, ON N2H 3Z1 
Phone: 519-578-3660 x2300 
Email: cidalia.taggart@wcdsb.ca 
Website: https://el.wcdsb.ca/programs/oyap/ 

Wellington Catholic District School Board 
Ryan Lawrenson 
Program Coordinator 
54 Westmount Rd 
Guelph, ON N1H 5H7 
Phone: 519-836-2170 Ext. 103542 
Email: ryan.lawrenson@wellingtoncdsb.ca 

Upper Grand District School Board 
Joanne Harris 
OYAP Coordinator 
500 Victoria Road N 
Guelph, ON N1E 6K2 
Cell: 519-766-5960 
Email: joanne.harris@ugdsb.on.ca 
Website: www.oyappajo.com 
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